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Good Afternoon Senator Osten, Representative Walker, and members of the
Appropriations Committee. My name is Chennal Chase, I live in Manchester, and
work as a Resident Program Worker at Oak Hill in Hartford. I’ve come before you
today to ask you to fully fund group homes in CT.

At Oak Hill we provide services that help individuals with intellectual and physical
disabilities live the best quality life possible. We work with our individuals to
teach them life skills and help them with their day to day needs. When an
individual makes progress on one of these skills it is a big achievement and they
are so proud of themselves. It is incredibly fulfilling to help our individuals
become more independent and to do things on their own.

I truly love this work. I like taking care of people, and taking care of people inside
and outside of work. It feels good to touch their lives and become a source of
support for them. Some of my individuals don’t have family or friends, and so I
become like family to them. It is important to me to make sure everyone lives the
best life they can live.

As a caregiver, I always strive to give the best of myself to the people I care for.
Unfortunately, with the level of staffing we have right now it is nearly impossible
to give individuals the care they deserve. We have a revolving door of staff that
come and go, and it is largely due to the staffing. This work is too hard for the little
wages we earn. Those of us who stay do so out of a dedication to our individuals.
We care deeply for these people and it is sad that we are exploited because of it.

Proper funding could really turn things around in group homes. With more money,
group homes could afford to hire more staff to ensure we aren't’ working short.
Group homes could pay their staff more, which would allow us to pay our bills
without working overtime every week. With better staffing and higher wages,
group homes will find it easier to attract and retain talented caregivers. All of this
will improve the care our individuals receive, which is the most important thing.



Please take care of us the way we take care of our individuals. Please fully fund
group homes.

Thank you.


